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debate on the relative merits of the two religions. The
queen and Prime Minister then persuaded the king to
arrange for the meet

The relation of the Jain mocked at their inabillity
to prevail ovef1 a Saivite child   They were,
therefore, inclined to enter into a debate with
Thirugnanasambandhar but their relatives advised them
not to do so. They recounted certain bad dreams which
they had about the Jains being executed by the king,
Notwithstanding these warnings, they took up the
challenge of Thirugnaanasambandhar and took part in
the debate.

The Jains suggested that the representative
tenets of the two sects be written on palm leaves and be
put into fire. The leaf which would remain unburnt should
be accepted as that of the winning creed. They also
suggested that this should be done outside the city so
that Lord Somasun dares wara's influence would not
prevail. The suggestions were accepted. The leaves put
by the Jains were consumed by the fire but those put by
Thirugnanasambandhar were intact

The Jains then suggested another test. The
leaves should be put into the river Vaigai and the leaf
which went up stream would indicate the winning creed.
It was also agreed that the votaries of the defeated creed
should be executed. This test also ended in favour of
Thirugnanasambandhar. The leaders of the defeated
Jain sect were executed, except thosoe who embraced
Saivism.

The king wanted to know what had happened to
the leaves which went upstream. So, they all went up the
river and found that at the tenth mile the leaves had